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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

 

PROJECT 

Project name and acronym:  
Sustaining Civic Bridges Across Generations for 
Inclusive EU Green Policies : SustiBridge 

Participant : Druġtvo za razvijanje prostovoljnega dela Novo mesto 

PIC number:  946969873 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number  : 1 

Event  name:  SUSTIBRIDGE «PAN-EUROPEAN OPENING CONFERENCE» 

Type:  Conference 

In situ/online : In situ 

Location:  Novo mesto, Slovenia 

Date(s):  25. 03. 2026 ï 27. 03. 2026 

Website(s) (if any):  www.sustibridge.eu 

Participants  

 Female: 61 

Male: 51 

Non-binary: - 

From country 1 [Slovenia]: 77 

From country 2 [Bulgaria]: 4 

From country 3 [Belgium]: 5 

From country 4 [Croatia]: 6 

From country 5 [Greece]: 5 

From country 6 [Hungary]: 5 

From country 7 [Italy]: 5 

From country 8 [Lithuania]: 5 

Total number of participants: 112 From total number of countries: 8 

Description  

http://www.sustibridge.eu/
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Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

On Thursday, March 26, 2026 , the Association for Developing Voluntary Work (DRPD) Novo mesto 

hosted the kick-off event of the international project SustiBridge  in the atrium of the Miran Jarc 

Library. The meeting brought together more than a hundred participants ï half from eight partner 

European countries and half locals, primarily young people. Together with the guests, they discussed 

the future of an inclusive green and digital transition that must leave no one behind. 

Systemic Foundations: The Vision of a Smart and Green Novo mesto  

The event was officially opened by Tina Cigler  (on behalf of DRPD) and Peter Gerġiļ, Head of the 

Office for Digital and Sustainable Transition at the City Municipality of Novo mesto (MONM). In his 

opening lecture, Gerġiļ presented the "Smart & Green Novo mesto" vision, based on three key pillars: 

¶ Strategic Direction:  Presentation of the "Smart & Green Novo mesto" vision, based on the 

renovation of existing infrastructure, energy efficiency of public buildings, and digitalization of 

services (e.g., the SITIUM system). 

¶ Digital Justice:  The speaker emphasized that despite digitalization, the municipality plans to 

maintain traditional channels (in-person visits, telephone, paper), as technology must not 

become a barrier to accessing basic public services. 

¶ Sustainable Mobility:  Systems such as GoNM (bike sharing) and the services Rudi and 

Leon were highlighted as examples of "low-tech" with an exceptional social impact, enabling 

the elderly and disabled to move around the city freely and accessibly. 

The European dimension was added by MEP Irena Joveva , who addressed the participants via video 

link, emphasizing that technological progress has no real value if it does not strengthen inclusion and 

respect individual dignity. She stressed that digitalization must be a tool that breaks down walls, rather 

than setting up new barriers for the most vulnerable. 

Project Manager Ester Snedec  pointed out that the main goal of the initiative is to connect the real 

needs of residents with the visions of decision-makers, ensuring that no one is marginalized. 

Round Table: "Bridges of the Future: Dialogue Between Technology and People"  

The central part of the event was a round table where guests addressed technological progress in the 

context of real community needs: 

¶ Roman Kapġ (FOS, Computronic): As an expert with many years of experience and a 

former teacher, he shed light on the hardships of the elderly facing the fear of digitalization. 

He emphasized that learning in the third stage of life requires empathy, patience, and a lot of 

repetition. His "golden advice" to those who hesitate: fear is overcome only by taking the first 

step in a supportive environment. 

¶ Matej Auguġtin (DRPD): As a top athlete and a blind person, he provided invaluable insight 

into architectural and digital barriers ï from inaccessible ATMs with smooth touchscreens to 

difficulties with orientation in public buildings when navigation fails at the entrance. He also 

mentioned visual information in waste separation, which is useless for the blind. At the same 

time, he emphasized the potential of artificial intelligence (smart glasses, voice control). His 

reminder was clear: a smart city proves its intelligence only when it is truly accessible to 

everyone. 

¶ Municipal Response:  Peter Gerġiļ pledged to raise concrete proposals regarding 

architectural and technological barriers at the municipal level. He also highlighted a systemic 

challenge: Slovenian municipalities often face digital issues individually, instead of pooling 

resources and knowledge to develop generally useful applications to better compete with 

large commercial entities. Gerġiļ also assured that the municipality plans its development 

until 2030 in a way that digital progress will not create new gaps but will serve as a tool for 

empowering all generations. 

The afternoon session was dedicated to a partner meeting of representatives from eight countries 

(Slovenia, Hungary, Greece, Bulgaria, Croatia, Lithuania, Italy, and Belgium ). The partners 

focused on: 
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¶ Operational Plan:  Detailed planning of activities and a calendar of future events. 

¶ Civil Bridges:  Emphasis on citizen involvement to become active co-creators of green 

policies. 

¶ Risk Management:  Identification and resolution of barriers to involving vulnerable groups in 

the digital transition. 

The conference served as a vital platform for active civic engagement , enabling participants from 8 

EU countries to discuss their role in shaping local and European policies. By focusing on 

intergenerational cooperation, the event empowered citizens to transition from passive information 

recipients to active co-creators of future initiatives. 

A significant emphasis was placed on inclusive EU green policies . Through interactive workshops, 

participants explored how digitalization and smart city development can support a just green 

transition , ensuring that vulnerable groups and older generations are not left behind. By bringing 

together diverse perspectives from across Europeðfrom Lithuania to Italyðthe event directly 

strengthened European solidarity  and a shared understanding of common EU values, which is at the 

heart of the CERV programme. 

Schedule:  

Thursday, 26 March 2026 ï Meeting and Opening Conference  

¶ Morning session: Miran Jarc Library (atrium)  

o 09:30 ï 10:00 | Arrival and registration of participants  

o 10:00 ï 10:10 | Opening remarks (Tina Cigler, DRPDNM)  

o 10:10 ï 10:45 | Smart and Green Novo Mesto: Integrating Technology with Inclusive 

Community Development  

Á Speaker: Peter Gerġiļ, Head of the Office for Digital and Sustainable 

Transition (MONM)   

Á Content: Overview of the municipalityôs development, strategic directions, 

achievements in digitalisation and sustainability, and the challenges of the 

green transition.  

o 10:45 ï 11:15 | Coffee break  

o 11:15 ï 12:30 | Roundtable: ñBridges of the Future: Dialogue Between Technology 

and Peopleò  

Á Moderator: Ester Snedec (DRPDNM)   

Á Guests: Peter Gerġiļ (MONM), Matej Auguġtin (DRPDNM), Roman Kapġ 

(FOS/Computronic)   

Á Content: Accessibility of applications, e-government, overcoming fear of 

technology among the elderly, and solutions for people with disabilities.  

o 12:30 ï 13:00 | Questions and Answers (Q&A) 

o 13:00 ï 14:30 | Lunch (Gostiġļe na trgu, House of Culinary Arts and Tourism) 

¶ Afternoon session: Novi trg 9 (3rd floor) / Old Town Centre  

o 14:30 ï 17:00 | Partner meeting (for international partners)  

Á Operational management and timeline (planning future events).  

Á Dissemination and visibility (communication plan, use of logos).  

Á Financial management.  

Á Risk management.  

o 14:30 ï 17:00 | Guided tour of Novo mesto (for participants)  

o 17:00 ï 18:00 | Evaluation and official closing of the meeting  

o 19:00 | Dinner 

Media Coverage and Social Networks  

The event resonated on social media, where key moments and messages were shared: 

¶ Facebook DRPDNM International:   

https://www.facebook.com/DRPDNMinternational/posts/967612872579067  

https://www.facebook.com/DRPDNMinternational/posts/967624959244525   

https://www.facebook.com/DRPDNMinternational/posts/967612872579067
https://www.facebook.com/DRPDNMinternational/posts/967624959244525
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¶ Instagram DRPDNM International:   

https://www.instagram.com/p/DWbmhTzDjP7/   

https://www.instagram.com/p/DWbk8wwju45/  

¶ Facebook DRPDNM:  https://www.facebook.com/dRPDNM/posts/929941199396214 

¶ Instagram DRPDNM:  https://www.instagram.com/p/DWYpPH5jLF1/  

The news was also published on the DRPDNM website and reported by several local and regional 
media outlets, including Vaġ kanal, Svet24.si , Radio Krka , Dolenjski list , and Moja obļina, as well 
as the website of the Office of the Republic of Slovenia for Youth . 

¶ (DRPDNM website) https://www.nevladnik.info/si/novice/?id=19249 

¶ Vaġ kanal (TV Novo mesto): https://vaskanal.com/za-vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest/ 

¶ Svet24.si: https://svet24.si/lokalno/dolenjska/posavje/novice/vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-

mest-zeleni-prehod-digitalizacija-mesto-prihodnosti-1889278 

¶ Radio Krka: https://radiokrka.svet24.si/clanek/novice/za-vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest-

1889391 

¶ Dolenjski list: https://dolenjskilist.svet24.si/posavje/novice/vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest-

zeleni-prehod-digitalizacija-mesto-prihodnosti-1889278 

¶ Dolenjski list (FB): 

https://www.facebook.com/dolenjskilist/posts/pfbid018QRZTaerb6gw8hprAuPUJciNPiVhnKR

3gcEzQk8bWBPdf8cTb2PuPLrwz5hebTpl 

¶ Moja obļina: https://www.mojaobcina.si/novo-mesto/novice/evropski-projekti/za-vkljucujoc-

razvoj-pametnih-mest.html  

¶ https://www.mlad.si/za-vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest/ 

PYLON ONE:  

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/p/DWq0lwZCLK1/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02kvjwpCVPkJv3yZUdastaGEcs

3HRfAGAmQ48fhJ6WdbRTDK6N2rGWHGqFFmw3adU9l&id=100091987998364 

Conclusion  

The event concluded with a guided tour of Novo mesto and a joint dinner, where partners 
strengthened ties for future cooperation and the next events in the SustiBridge project. The message 
of the meeting remains: the "bridge" in the SustiBridge project is a necessary bond ensuring that 
technology does not outpace the human factor and that the green transition remains inclusive for all 
generations. 

The event achieved remarkable consensus among participants, with 97% rating its execution as 
excellent. Notably, participants identified the greatest benefit as not only increased awareness of the 
issue (95%), but also concrete opportunities for future international cooperation, confirming Novo 
Mestoôs role as a key hub for social innovation. 

 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DWbmhTzDjP7/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DWbk8wwju45/
https://www.facebook.com/dRPDNM/posts/929941199396214
https://www.instagram.com/p/DWYpPH5jLF1/
https://www.nevladnik.info/si/novice/?id=19249
https://vaskanal.com/za-vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest/
https://svet24.si/lokalno/dolenjska/posavje/novice/vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest-zeleni-prehod-digitalizacija-mesto-prihodnosti-1889278
https://svet24.si/lokalno/dolenjska/posavje/novice/vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest-zeleni-prehod-digitalizacija-mesto-prihodnosti-1889278
https://radiokrka.svet24.si/clanek/novice/za-vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest-1889391
https://radiokrka.svet24.si/clanek/novice/za-vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest-1889391
https://dolenjskilist.svet24.si/posavje/novice/vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest-zeleni-prehod-digitalizacija-mesto-prihodnosti-1889278
https://dolenjskilist.svet24.si/posavje/novice/vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest-zeleni-prehod-digitalizacija-mesto-prihodnosti-1889278
https://www.facebook.com/dolenjskilist/posts/pfbid018QRZTaerb6gw8hprAuPUJciNPiVhnKR3gcEzQk8bWBPdf8cTb2PuPLrwz5hebTpl
https://www.facebook.com/dolenjskilist/posts/pfbid018QRZTaerb6gw8hprAuPUJciNPiVhnKR3gcEzQk8bWBPdf8cTb2PuPLrwz5hebTpl
https://www.mojaobcina.si/novo-mesto/novice/evropski-projekti/za-vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest.html
https://www.mojaobcina.si/novo-mesto/novice/evropski-projekti/za-vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest.html
https://www.mlad.si/za-vkljucujoc-razvoj-pametnih-mest/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DWq0lwZCLK1/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02kvjwpCVPkJv3yZUdastaGEcs3HRfAGAmQ48fhJ6WdbRTDK6N2rGWHGqFFmw3adU9l&id=100091987998364
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid02kvjwpCVPkJv3yZUdastaGEcs3HRfAGAmQ48fhJ6WdbRTDK6N2rGWHGqFFmw3adU9l&id=100091987998364
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